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% !4 Richmond Times-Dispatch, Fri., Oct. 14, 1983

United Press International

Explosion left little but some walls, rubble and probably a body at Reston pipeline station

Gas worker presumed dead in blast

The NTSB, which has jurisdiction
over interstate pipelines, sent repre-
sentatives to the center to coordinate
the investigation.

The workers “were aware that a
problem had developed” and were
leaving the building when the explo-
slon occurred, Young said. There was
"3 million to 4 million cubic feet per
hour” of natural gas coming into the
station, which was “a fairly low
amount,” Young said. The company’s

“service was not interrupted, he said.

Fire officials said flames soaresd

ran about one block from the building
to her house.

“He said he had been in the building
and that he had been thrown out of the
building from the force of the explo-
sion. He kept saying, ‘I'm really lucky
to he alive.’ He said another co-work-
er was inside the building.”

She said she was in her house when
she heard “a sound like an airplane
lt‘htmu;y,ln;tohnd.nmukea

uge roar of an engine. I opened my
back door and heard three more ex-

nlncinme That's whan | cnee dbo Lo

that there had been an explosion.
Three engine companies, a ladder
truck, a hazardous material response
unit, a medic unit and three ambu-
lances responded to the alarm.
Fire Capt. Edwin Kibler said the
blaze was brought under control at
11:30 a.m., when firefighters closed a
gas valve, after cooling the line with
fire hoses, and entered the center to
search for victims.
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